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Background:

In the context of SA5 activities several terms are used for management systems on different TMN hierarchy levels, e.g. OS, OMC / EM / NEM, NMC / NE-OS etc. This is a source of confusions and mistakes, which should be removed with regard to the documents to be produced.

Proposal

In all documents generated by the SA5 group a unified terminology shall be used for the management systems as follows:

· OS (Operations System)
This abbreviation indicates a generic management system, independent of its location level within the management hierarchy.

· NE-OS (Network Element Operations System)
This abbreviation indicates a management system in charge of network element management ("Element Manager"), usually a manufacturer-dependent (proprietary) system.

· NM-OS (Network Management Operations System)
This abbreviation indicates a management system in charge of network management ("Network Manager"), usually a system having a standardized (manufacturer-independent) interfaces to the connected NE-OSs.

· SM-OS (Service Management Operations System)
This abbreviation indicates a management system in charge of service management ("Service Manager"), providing the management functionality on the service management level.

In case the proposal is adopted within SA5 group, it would be very useful to recommend it not only to other SA groups but also to related standardization groups (e.g. RAN-WG3).
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