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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks RAN2 for the progress report on location reporting aspects for IoT NTN, and would like to provide the following information.
Regarding the question on “whether there are any issues from a RAN3 and SA2 point of view that a NB-IoT UE does not provide any location information over AS to eNB”:
The location information provided by the UE is used by the RAN node, together with other information, as input for the NNSF for selecting the appropriate MME at UE attach (Sec. 5.9.2 of TS 36.410 and the endorsed BL CR, R3-221601). Therefore, RAN3 can confirm RAN2’s assumption that the lack of this information may have an impact on NNSF. However, the eNB should still be able to select the appropriate MME in most cases. Furthermore, the initial mapped cell ID reported over S1 might not have the required granularity level.
Regarding the question: “If location is not provided over AS and the location is needed for network operation is it feasible from a RAN3 and SA2 point of view that UE instead provides location to the MME via NAS, which is assumed to be protected”, and whether it is feasible to introduce it in Rel-17:
Once the MME has been selected, UE location information is not required by RAN for initial access anymore.
2. Actions:

To RAN2, SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks RAN2 and SA2 to take the above into account.
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