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1. Overall Description:

During SA2#81 meeting SA2 discussed a conflict between a stage 3 ASN.1 requirement and stage 2 specs regarding the PDN GW initiated QoS update. TS36.413, section 9.1.3.3 requires that the NAS-PDU is a mandatory IE in E-RAB Modify Request message between MME and eNodeB. However, this stage 3 requirement conflicts with TS23.401, section 5.4.2.1 (PDN GW initiated bearer modification with bearer QoS update), where it is required that eNodeB skips the RRC Connection Reconfiguration signalling to the UE if no NAS message is received from MME in the E-RAB Modify Request:
If only the QoS parameter ARP is modified and ISR is not active, Steps 5, 6, 8 and 9 are skipped and there is no NAS message in step 4.
Bearing in mind that it is maybe too late for a possible ASN.1 Rel-8 and Rel-9 changes SA2 discussed and agreed Rel-8 (CR attached) and Rel-9 fix to stage 2 specs by removing the above requirement from TS23.401. However, SA2 have left the possibility open that for Rel-10 RAN3 specs could be updated to make NAS message optional in S1AP E-RAB Modify Request message. Thus signalling between the eNodeB and the UE can be skipped in case only APR of a bearer is changed.

2. Actions:

ACTION: 
RAN3
SA2 kindly ask RAN3 to discuss the above problem and see whether NAS message can be made optional in S1AP E-RAB Modify Request message for Rel-10 and whether there are any inter-release operational issues between MME and eNB with such a change
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