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Report of the drafting session on "IMS Access Independence"

1 Summary

The drafting session has handled all incoming contributions on IMS Access Independence. Progress was made in the following areas: 

· Based on input contribution from Lucent, the core set of IMS specifications needing reorganization for access independence has been agreed upon:

1. 3GPP TS 23.218: IP Multimedia (IM) session handling; IM call model
2. 3GPP TS 23.228: IP Multimedia Subsystem (IMS); Stage 2
3. 3GPP TS 24.229: IP Multimedia Call Control Protocol based on SIP and SDP; Stage 3
4. 3GPP TS 29.xxx: Media Gateway Controller Function (MGCF) – IM-Media Gateway (MGW) interface; Stage 3
5. 3GPP TS 29.162: Interworking between the IM CN subsystem and IP networks
6. 3GPP TS 29.163: Interworking between the IM CN subsystem and CS networks
7. 3GPP TS 29.228: IP Multimedia (IM) Subsystem Cx Interface; Signalling flows and message contents
8. 3GPP TS 29.229: Cx Interface based on the Diameter protocol; Protocol details
9. 3GPP TS 29.328: IP Multimedia Subsystem (IMS) Sh Interface; Signalling flows and message contents
10. 3GPP TS 29.329: Sh interface based on the Diameter protocol; Protocol details

The intention is to (re-)structure these specifications in such a manner that pure IMS level specification text and the access-specific specification text is well separated into different clauses.

The intention for SA2 is to start with the reorganization of TS 23.228 for Rel6 so that the GPRS-specific pieces of specification from all across the TS would be moved to a separate clause. Interested companies have agreed to work together on providing an accordingly re-organized draft version of 23.228 for SA2#28 in Bangkok. Possible need for changes in access-related terminology used in the IMS level clauses of the TS will be addressed on a per-need basis within the context of the re-organization work.

At the same time, the relevant CN WGs will be liased to ask whether the core set of IMS specifications listed above subject to access-independent (re-) structuring is accurate.    

· There was no decision on the proposed change of the PCF term to PDF (Policy Decision Function) across all relevant 3GPP specifications. The closing plenary at SA2#27 is invited to make this decision.

· Based on input contributions several additions to TR ab.cde were agreed. These additions are contained in the revised version of the TR available in S2-023086. 

· Special thanks to all delegates staying up so late to complete this work at the evening drafting session.

2 Incoming Contributions handled

S2-022831
Rapporteur (Nokia)
Draft skeleton of TR ab.cde on "IMS Access Independence"   
Agreed.

S2-022815
Lucent
Documentation plan for access independence
These contributions served as a basis for the specification re-organization and terminology change discussions. The group agreed to the IMS core TS list proposed in 815, the list will be added to the TR. The group agreed to start with the re-organization of 23.228 for access independence for Rel6. 

All 3 documents were Noted.

S2-022715
NEC
Proposed documentation of  3GPP Specifications for access independence


S2-022716
NEC
Clarification for access independence


S2-022727
Motorola
IMS Access Independence – Improving SIP Call Control Performance through Message Compression
The group has not agreed to restricting the compression algorithms used for SIP to only TCCB. Instead, SIGCOMP is assumed to be used in case compression is to be applied.

Not agreed.

S2-022888
Nortel
IMS Client Access Independence
The relation and the nature of communication between the IMS client and the underlying terminal was discussed in detail. However, the restrictions proposed by this contribution were not agreed.

S2-022889
Nortel
IMS Access Independence – Flow Identification
The proposal of the contribution was agreed as revised in S2-023079.

During the discussions on this paper the group agreed to change the title of Clause 4.1 of the TR to "IP Connectivity Network Capabilities".

S2-022890
Nortel
IMS Access Independence – Support of IP
The group has found that the proposals of the contribution are not in line with the IP version requirements of IMS described in TS 23.221. Hence, the paper was not agreed.

S2-022891
Nortel
IMS Access Independence – Signalling indication
In the interest of progress the contributing company has generously proposed to postpone this contribution for SA2#28. 

S2-022892
Nortel
IMS Access Independence – P-CSCF Discovery
The principal proposed in the contribution was agreed.

S2-022893
Nortel
IMS Access Independence – Policy Elements
Agreed as revised in S2-023092.

S2-022894
Nortel
IMS Access Independence – Support of QoS
The group has debated the assumed QoS capabilities of IP Connectivity networks to support IMS. Consensus was not achieved during the drafting session, however, the contributing company has submitted a revision in S2-023093 for the SA2 plenary's decision.

S2-022895
Nortel
IMS Access Independence - Service Based Local Policy
The contribution proposes rather substantial amount of text on Service Based Local Policy aspects. The group could not come to a consensus over the proposal, the contribution (or a revision) is due to be handled at SA2#28.

Noted. 

S2-022944
Fujitsu
IMS Access Independence—PCF and Go, Gq interface
The majority of the group felt that the considerations raised by this paper rather belong to the PCF-evolution work. The contributors were asked to re-present this contribution during the PCF evolution discussions.

Noted. 

S2-022945
Fujitsu
IMS Access Independence—Boundary Point concept
The contribution introduces terms to facilitate the discussions on splitting the access specific and access independent parts of the IMS architecture. Agreed as revised in S2-023107.

S2-022946
Fujitsu
General Architecture Considerations
The contribution introduces the one possible split of some IMS entities from access independence perspective.

The contribution could serve as a starting point for further discussions around the topic, and was noted at this time.  

S2-022851
Nokia
SIP compression
The contribution raises the issue of using SIP compression in case of different types of IP Connectivity networks. The first proposed sentence of the contribution's proposal was agreed to be added to the TR: "Support of SIP signaling compression is mandatory for P-CSCF for IMS and UEs using a cellular access (e.g. UTRAN, GERAN, CDMA2000)"  

