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1. Background Information
During Roaming LTE trials and deployments, it has been observed that some MME implementations are accepting all QoS modifications initiated by the PDN-GW over the S11 interface.
2. Statement

3GPP 23.401 §4.7.1 states:
The MME shall not modify the bearer level QoS parameter values received on the S11 reference point during establishment or modification of a default or dedicated bearer (except when the conditions described in NOTE 8 apply). Consequently, "QoS negotiation" between the E-UTRAN and the EPC during default or dedicated bearer establishment / modification is not supported. The MME may reject the establishment or modification of a default or dedicated bearer if the bearer level QoS parameter values sent by the PCEF over a GTP based S8 roaming interface do not comply with a roaming agreement.
GSMA IREG Packet is of the opinion that it shall be an operator option whether the MME rejects, or does not reject, the bearers in the case where the PCRF/PGW upgrades the QoS parameters. As a consequence, GSMA IREG Packet would propose that the standardisation and implementation shall allow both alternatives.
GSMA IREG Packet view that the current wording within 3GPP TS 23.401 is not clear as to whether the behaviour of the MME is an Operator option or an implementation option, and request that this could be clarified.
3. Action

IREG Packet kindly requests 3GPP SA2 to clarify the text, as detailed in this liaison.
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