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1.
Introduction

During the joint meeting between TSGS2 and TSGR3 in Stockholm, Sweden, a number of contributions presented an IUps Control Plane consisting of the following protocol stack:

Figure 1: IUps Control Plane Protocol Stack
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This contribution discusses the IETF schedule for IESG publication as a Proposed Standard.

2. IETF SIGTRAN Schedule

2.1 April 99 – 44th IETF, Minneapolis, Minnesota

MDTP version 3 was presented with revisions incorporating SIGTRAN discussions and early implementation experience.  It was widely accepted as the base specification for the Common Transport Protocol (CTP).  Since the end of the 43rd IETF, weekly design meetings have been conducted between all participating members of the IETF SIGTRAN Working Group. 

2.2
May 99 – CTP Consensus Draft

This draft will be a revision of MDTP version 4 (e.g. version 5) with enhancements suggested by the Working Group.  This draft will conclude the protocol design meetings for the Common Transport Protocol (CTP).

2.2 June 99 - Reference Implementation

A reference implementation, with source code, will be made available to interested parties.  Requests for this reference implementation should be made through the chairperson of the IETF SIGTRAN Working Group.

2.3 July 99 – 45th IETF, Oslo, Norway

CTP protocol specification will be submitted to Internet Engineering Steering Group (IESG) for Proposed >Standard status.

2.4 October 99 - Mature Specification

Demonstration of two independent, interoperable implementations will be available.  Both Motorola and Cisco have committed to developing these implementations.  This satisfies the IETF requirement >of having a mature specification >before it can advanced to Draft Standard.

2.4
November 99 – 46th IETF, Washington, D.C.

Submit protocol RFC to IESG for publication as Proposed Standard.  At this point, CTP will be considered a mature IETF standard.
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