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1. Introduction

23.20 is the TR discussing the evolution of GSM to UMTS, but 23.20 has itself had it’s own evolution causing numerous restructuring exercises to make it useful for the impacted groups. It is now  the main vehicle for work in progress and circulation of ideas and concepts.

We are now moving into a key point in time in the development in UMTS and architectural direction from TSG SA is required to the other groups so that they may continue with their work. Unfortunately 23.20 consists of a mixture of work in progress, stable items and stable but not agreed items, this can cause some confusion and it is required that TSG SA gives clear direction to the other groups within 3GPP with respect to the architectural requirements of UMTS for release 99.

2. Proposal

It is proposed that a new technical specification is created entitled UMTS architectural requirements for Release 99.  This document will contain the current contents of chapter 7 of 23.20. This document will be under formal; change control

23.20 will be maintained as a working document allowing ideas and concepts to be clearly discussed and formulated. When work is considered stable and appropriate, then it can be transferred to the new TS under normal change control procedures. 

3. Next steps

If this principals outlined in this contribution are agreed, then the editor will prepare the new documents for the next SA 2 meeting
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