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Key Issue: Iu reference point

1. Background

In the last 3GPP TSG joint meeting of SA WG2 and RAN WG3 in March 15-19, it was agreed that C-Plane protocol stack on Iu reference point toward CS domain would be based on Signaling System No.7 (SS7) for release 99 as a working assumption. However, regarding Iu C-Plane protocol stack toward PS domain,  single working assumption has not been reached, even though the most companies seemed to support to be based on SS7. This contribution will show our position concerning C-plane protocol stack on Iu reference point for PS domain for release 99.

2. Proposal

It should be agreed that C-Plane protocol stack on Iu reference point toward PS domain would be based on SS7 for release 99 as single working assumption. The reasons are as follows:

(1) Signaling bearers on Iu reference point to both CS and PS domains should be of the same kind from the view point of the simplicity of network architecture.
(2) SS7 is used widely, that is, the protocol have already been matured and many carriers/manufacturing companies have much know-how.

(3) Considering that little time is left for release 99 in 3GPP, unified working assumption should be frozen as soon as possible.

