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The 3GPP TSG RAN WG3 has noted the liaison statement (sent to SMG2 Architecture Expert Group) on the establishment of transport connections over the Iu received from ETSI SMG12, and the expressed concern regarding ALCAP. RAN WG3 is pleased to have the opportunity to inform TSG SA of the present status within RAN WG3 with respect to ALCAP for Iu.


RAN WG3 has only considered placement of the transcoder in the CN, based on the working assumption taken at the joint ETSI SMG12/SMG2-ARC meeting in Rome September 1998. With this assumption, RAN WG3 has agreed upon the following:


AAL2 is used as the data transport bearer for the user plane towards the PSTN/ISDN domain.


The AAL Type signalling protocol 2 (q.aal2) Capability Set 1 (CS1) developed by ITU SG11 is used to establish the AAL2 connections towards the PSTN/ISDN domain.


RAN WG3 has not identified any problems with regard to the time schedule of the q.aal2 CS1 standardisation (frozen in March 1999). Thus RAN WG3 does not share the concern of SMG12 regarding the time schedule. In fact, q.aal2 has previously also been decided to be used for the Iur and Iub interfaces within UTRAN.


No other ALCAP protocols than q.aal2 have been discussed for the Iu interface.


RAN WG3 realises that if the transcoder is moved from the CN, the usage of AAL2 and q.aal2 may need to be reconsidered. 





