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[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract: In order to contribute to the Introduction of TR 22.851, this document describes the most basic content of the TR. With the further work of TR, it would be improved.

[bookmark: _Toc66350859][bookmark: _Hlk102034746]* * * First Change * * * *
[bookmark: _Toc102114561]Introduction
Network sharing enables operators to maximize rollout and improve overall network quality. The 3GPP system supports different types of network sharing since Rel-5, most of which are inherited by 5G (Rel-15 onward). With the expanding of 5G deployments more network sharing scenarios can arise, depending on different operators’ strategies, commercial agreements, and specific rules/legislation in different countries. One of the challenges for the operators is the maintenance of the interconnections (e.g. number of network interfaces) between the shared NG-RAN and Participating Operators’ core networks, especially in the case of a large number of the shared base stations. It is therefore suggested to investigate other type of network sharing scenarios, where a NG-RAN is shared among multiple operators without necessarily assuming a direct connection between the shared radio access network and the Participating Operator’s core network.
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