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1. Overall Description:

SA1 thanks SA2 for their LS (S2-041649) with the following questions:

· Is it a requirement of the WLAN Stage 1 specifications that simultaneous access to PS domain services should be restricted to a single VPLMN in Release 6, even though multiple VPLMNs may be available through the same WLAN Access Network ?

· Is it a requirement that access to PS domain services in visited networks should be restricted to the same visited network as that used to transport traffic for access to services in the Home Network ?

· Conversely, is it a requirement that access to  multiple VPLMNs simultaneously should be supported (or should not be restricted) in Release 6 ?

2. Discussion:

The current stage 1, TS 22.234 v6.0.0, requires that an integrated WLAN/3GPP device shall be able to connect to both the PS domain and to the I-WLAN at the same time to access different services. 

Requiring the UE to connect to such services using different RATs would be a significant restriction. Requiring access to services be performed sequentially is another significant restriction. The 3GPP network may not be able to provide the same bandwidth and may or may not be able to provide coverage to the UE while the UE is within I-WLAN coverage. The I-WLAN connection may be able to handle multiple connections. SA1 is of the view that multiple connections via the I-WLAN shall not be prohibited and shall be allowed. However, SA1 and 3GPP cannot impose the requirement for multiple connection capability on the I-WLAN. 

SA1 is further of the view that the bandwidth of the I-WLAN connection suggests that multiple connections may be useful when used in conjunction with the increasing capability of UEs.

SA1 is of the view that multiple connections, not limited just to two connections, shall be permitted. SA1 notes the comment of SA2 that such access scenarios could be restricted through the user’s subscription.

3. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
SA1 asks SA2 group to take into account the discussion, and to take action that:

1. simultaneous acess to PS domain services shall not be restricted to a single VPLMN in Release 6 when multiple VPLMNs are available through the same I-WLAN

2. access to PS domain services in visited networks should take into account the priorities of the visited networks

3. access to multiple VPLMNs shall not be restricted in Release 6.

SA1 also takes into account the request that it make clear statements on this usage case in TS 22.234. While it will endeavour to do so, it must acknowledge that it may not always do so. SA1 therefore recommends that SA2 maintain knowledge of changes to TS 22.234 as they occur, and liase with SA1 should any further questions arise.
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