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Subject: Hosting of multimedia clients on different devises

The increasing popularity of the Personal Digital Assistants (PDAs) and the mobile-office working environment creates a clear market requirement to be able to host IM subsystem multimedia clients on more than the just the Mobile Equipment (ME). 

If this service requirement is not recognised from the beginning then operators potentially stand to lose revenue from services that can only be supported on more powerful computing platforms than an ME. In addition there is also the potential costs and risks of having to introduce ‘work-around’ solutions at a latter date.

Looking at the evolution of the mobile data market over the last few years, there has been a clear move away from using highly proprietary solutions of enabling connections between mobiles and Terminal Equipment (TE).  This move has enabled the physical ME-TE interface to be supported over infrared and simple cable connections. 3GPP should learn from this and define procedures, which will enable hosting of a multimedia session on a TE via an infrared, simple cable or Blue Tooth physical interface.  

It is clear that a number of issues regarding security and network integrity need to be addressed in order to meet this service requirement. It is therefore proposed that S1 provides early warning, via a liaison statement, to both the Terminal and Security subgroups of 3GPP so that they may start investigating this issue as soon as possible. 

