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Introduction:

The current discussion on VHE focus on areas which are left open from R99 and how to deal with them best. Relations to other groups on the User Profile and distributed information slows down the progress. However, additional capabilities have to be identified and progressed to continue the original idea and make VHE successful.


An illustrative example is used in the following to explain the service scenario that VHE is intended to provide.

Imagine a user that is conducting a multimedia conference in his office. The conferencing application runs on the user desktop and offers a certain video- and audio quality (e.g. CD-quality) connections together with a shared whiteboard service (typically this could be an application similar to net-meeting as widely known). At some stage the user leaves the conference, but, in order to be reached in case somebody needs him, he switches on his mobile phone, and transfers on it the conferencing application status. Later on, he receives on the mobile phone short messages informing him about the items that his colleagues are dealing with in the conference. As soon as he recognizes that a subject he is interested in is going to be discussed he switches on his console-embedded PC and transfers his ongoing conference status onto the PC. 

Both the lower bandwidth available on the mobile network and the lower quality of the video degrade the service, but he is still actively participating in the conference. Then he arrives home, switches on his desktop at home and transfers his ongoing conference onto this PC. Both video and whiteboard are restored and he is again participating in the conference as from his own office, properly with a adapted video-quality, due to the lower–speed Internet access allowed by its digital subscriber line instead of his office LAN.

Proposal

The example given above could be used as a case study and might be further analysed into individual and singular pieces, as:

· Suspend and resume a session to provide session mobility,

· Save and restore necessary conditions to transfer ongoing sessions,

· negotiate quality aspects according to the capabilities (on the terminal as well as provided by the network) in use,

· provide alternative solutions, et cetera.

Conclusion

To accelerate the progress and to consider additional capabilities within the concept of VHE, the VHE group is requested to investigate above ideas to provide session mobility.

