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Introduction

The 3GPP finalised the 3G specifications as a Release 99 package, including VHE/OSA. The VHE/OSA Release 99 is  stable at this moment and the status of the stage 1, stage 2 and stage 3 documents are  well aligned (see accompanying CR for OSA R’99). Therefore, it is time to initiate work on VHE/OSA Release 00. 

Scope OSA R’00

The first initial step in defining the scope of the VHE/OSA R’00 can be the (re)introduction of the capabilities that have been removed from  R’99. However, the introduction of these removed items is not automatic and needs to be agreed again. From Ericsson point of view, we would like to support the following:

· Enhanced Security;
The security mechanisms that allows encryption of sensitive user data and profile information.

· Enhanced Session Control;
This provides the enhancements of the bearer  manipulation and creation of bearers/sessions

· Non Call Related Charging
This provides the possibility of charging capabilities of SMS and GPRS sessions.

Please note that the Network SCF registration (i.e. Service Registration) is left out this list since Ericsson views this feature essential to be added to Release 99. If the SA#08 Plenary would decide not to include this feature then this feature should be added to the list.

The second step is the further enhancements of the current SCFs as described in TS 22.121. Examples of these further enhancements are:

· Enhanced User Profile Management
The integration of the Personal Service Environment Management (PSEM) within the Network and Framework SCFs.

· User Location
Further integration of the Location Services within the provisioning of geographical positioning information, taking into account the evolution of the 3G networks associated with this capability.

The third step is the identification of complete new APIs based on the evolved network capabilities within the Core Networks. Examples of these are:

· Call Control (IP)
This takes into account the ongoing development of the All-IP scenario and addresses the Call Control capabilities based on SIP and/or H.323

· E-Commerce 
This takes into account the capabilities provided by the network to use the capabilities provided by the post processing of the charging capabilities (e.g. E-Pay). It will also involve the enhancements of the security to be provided by the network work and by the application.

Conclusion

The intention of this contribution is not to seek approval for  the suggested list of APIs for OSA Release 00.  It is rather intended to provide thinking material in order to get us in the right direction for agreeing on the scope of  VHE/OSA R’00. This agreement is urgently needed in order to progress the work on stage 2 and stage 3 (in some later phase). Therefore, the finalisation of the OSA R’00 scope is required at the next TSG SA#08 meeting to ensure proper stage 2 specification available at TSG#09. This will provide the OSA stage 3 a somewhat more reasonable time to fulfil their obligation to specify the required stage 3 specifications (For release 99 Stage 3 activities had to start in January 00 and end  in March 00). 

It is proposed to schedule an ad hoc meeting in May 2000 to progress the VHE Stage 1 document for Release 00, including the OSA aspects. The result of this meeting needs to be consolidated by SA1 via email approval and/or SA1 physical meeting and submitted for approval to the next SA#08. The terms of reference for this proposed meeting are:

· Define VHE requirements and scope for Release 00

· Define OSA requirements and scope for Release 00

