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Recent e-mail discussions on the "role of MExE in VHE" have suggested that in MExE and VHE a different understanding exists of how Terminal Capabilities / terminal User Profile information is handled.

VHE:

In the VHE stage 1 (TS 22.121) the User Profile is described to consist of two kinds of information:

· interface related information (User Interface Profile) - like menu settings, terminal settings or network related preferences

· services related information (User Services Profile) - like a list of services subscribed to and references to Service Preferences.

Further TS 22.121 states that  "...the User Profiles enables the service capabilities SAT, MExE and CAMEL toolkits in R'99 and existing GSM services to support the user’s PSE across network boundaries and between different terminals. It shall be possible for the service capabilities to access the user profile information from the home environment if appropriate."

MExE:

"... a standardised means of negotiating the MSs’ and network’s capabilities is supported. This negotiation will permit the mutual exchange of capabilities between the MS and the MExE server, and possibly include the service profile of the user and capabilities of the network."

The MExE point of view suggests, that this exchange of capabilities between the MS and the MExE server is carried out on application level, so the network is generally not involved. Also inclusion of the service profile is not mandatory.

NOTE: The functionality of a MExE server is not described in MExE and, roughly speaking, denotes the peer-entity a MExE terminal is communicating with.

The following problems can be seen with this approach:

Situations may occur, when the network needs to know about the Terminal Capabilities / terminal User Profile even if there is no MExE server involved.

e.g.:

· The routing of a (multimedia) call in the network may depend on the Terminal Capabilities of the recipients terminal.

· If telephony related functions are carried out in the terminal (e.g. forwarding of a VoIP call by H.450 services) user preferences for these functions (like e.g. the Forwarded-To-Number) need to be stored in the terminal.
If the user later plugs his USIM into another terminal these preferences should also be available in the new terminal. Thus there is a need to (intermediately) store them in the network too.

To our understanding there is no general mechanism in MExE available to support transfer of Terminal Capabilities / terminal User Profile information to the network in case there is no MExE server involved or the MExE server is not under operator's control.

It should be noted, that the problem described above will probably not only concern MExE but also other toolsets on the terminal like SAT or the case has none of these toolsets installed.

SIEMENS proposes, that S1's VHE group should try to clarify the question together with other relevant groups. 

