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＜about i-mode service＞

NTT DoCoMo has successfully launched i-mode service,

with a new cellular phone

DoCoMo’s new i-mode service connects handsets with the World Wide Web. Subscribers gain access to e-mail, banking services, airline and hotel reservations, and much more. Launched on February 22, 1999, i-mode allows subscribers to call up DoCoMo’s i-mode portal site at the press of a handset button. The standard monthly charge is only \300. Other fees are based on services used. E-mail starts from \1 and an airline ticket reservation costs only about \20, for example. Data are sent in packets at a maximum rate of 9600 bps. This packet transmission system allows many subscribers to use a single channel simultaneously, raising channel usage efficiency. That means faster connection times and fees based on data volume rather than transmission times or distances.
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