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Introduction

Orange PCS Ltd supports the principle of the “all-IP” architecture, allowing an operator to deploy an IP based network to support 3rd generation mobile services. It is considered essential, however, that:

· there is complete service transparency, for the user, between release 2000 “all-IP” networks and release 2000 UMTS “dual domain” networks;

· “all-IP” networks support the full range of supplementary services as supported by GSM/UMTS networks;

· handover is achievable between “all-IP” networks and GSM/UMTS networks, with service continuity, including that for real-time services, being maintained on handover.

As such, Orange PCS Ltd, do not consider that the requirements of a release 2000 “all-IP” network should be detailed in isolation from the specification of the overall requirements of release 2000.

Orange also considers that it is necessary to investigate means by which “all-IP” networks can support release 99 “CS-only” terminals without the need to deploy MSCs or MSC servers.

Proposal

It is recognised that the requirements and implications of an “all-IP” network for release 2000 may be discussed separately from those for the “dual domain” network specified by release 99. It is essential, however, that service compatibility and transparency between “all-IP” and “dual domain” networks is ensured. As such, requirements for “all-IP” networks should not be described in separate stage 1 documentation.

