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T2 would like to thank S2 for their liaison TSGS2#9(99)C05 giving advice on the possible approach to supporting MMS using service capability features.

However, as there is an urgent need to produce an MMS specification for release 99, T2 feel that it will not be possible to specify  this service in the manner suggested as the VHE/OSA stage 2 is not yet complete and therefore unavailable for this release year.   

Furthermore,  T2 delegates have found it very difficult to envisage how future services will be specified using this method.  It is understood by delegates that SCFs (APIs) can be developed to provide abstract interfaces to existing network elements, features, and protocols but it not understood what happens in the situation where the required capabilities do not exist.  This is because the underlying mechanism employed to support an API must exist before an API can be developed.   T2 wish to therefore emphasise that it may not always be possible to simply specify a set of SCFs from which a service can be built, without first developing specifications that allow the implementation of the underlying mechanisms that provide the functions performed by a new SCF.

An additional concern was also raised on how the responsibility for MMS would be shared between various TSGs if MMS were solely based upon SCFs as they are documented in a S1 specification.

T2 hopes that S2 will be able to take these matters in consideration in the development of the SCF concept and  keep T2 informed of progress in this area.

