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The VHE adhoc group met in Sophia Antipolis from the 14th to 16th of June. The group met to finalize 22.121 stage 1 v.3.0 approval spec for R99.

The specification 3G TS 22.121 identifies that VHE R99 output can be based on GSM phase 2+ and R99 service capabilities. The specification also identifies the requirement for a “standardized Interface” for the realization of VHE for R99 and beyond.  The standardized interface is called the Application Interface. . It allows UMTS R99 service developers to make use of existing network and service capabilities. It will not restrict a smooth migration to future releases.

The Application Interface enables applications to use service capabilities, by making these service capabilities visible to the applications through service capability features.

The Application Interface shall be independent of vendor specific solution. 

The stage 1 specification has added the concept of Personal Service Environment (PSE).

The PSE contains personalized information defining how subscribed services are provided and presented towards the user.  VHE is then understood as the portability of the PSE across networks and terminals.

To summarize, VHE service requirements shall be realized from existing service capabilities as well as allowing a smooth path to future releases.

Result and Proposal

3GPP SA1 WG1 thus approve that UMTS 22.121 V.2.0 is stable and propose that the document is raised to V3.0. The group also proposes that the document be passed to the relevant group to begin stage 2 development work as required.

Recommendations

It is recommended to consider existing network and service capabilities as much as possible in the development of stage 2 and 3 VHE specifications. Further more it is recommended to pay special attention to the new concepts of standardized Application Interface and the Personal Service Environment.

