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Addition of Clause 5.4

54 Association Classes

Subclause 3.46 of [5] defines an association class as “ An association class is an association that also has class properties
(or aclass that has association properties). Even though it is drawn as an association and aclass, it is

really just asingle model element.”. Association classes are appropriate for use when an «l nformati onObj ectClass»
needs to maintain associations to several other «InformationObjectClass»’s and there are rel ationships between the
members of the associations within the scope of the “containing” «lnformationObjectClass». For example, a
namespace maintains a set of bindings, abinding ties a name to an object. A Binding «IOC» can be modeled as an
Association Class that provides the binding semantics to the relationship between a name and some other
«InformationObjectClass». Thisis depicted in the following figure (exemplary only, not taken from another 3GPP

specification).

<<InformationObjectClass>>
Namespace
0.*
<<InformationObjectClass>>
Binding
N <<Information ObjectClass>>
ame | Object
1 1

Example of an Association Class

End of Addition of Clause 5.4
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