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5.2 User equipment Domain

User Equipment is a device allowing a user access to network services.
For the purpose of 3GPP specifications the interface between the UE and the network is the radio interface.

The User Equipment is domain encompasses a variety of equipment types with different levels of functionality. These
equipment types are referred to as user equipment (terminals), and they may also be compatible with one or more
existing access (fixed or radio) interfaces e.g. dual mode UMTS-GSM user equipment. The user equipment may include

a removable smart card that may be used in drﬁerent user equrpment types Iheuuser—eqmemenusiurtheesub—dwded—m

A User Equipment can be subdrvrded into a number of domarns the domarns bernq separated bv reference pornts
Currently defined domains are the User Services Identity Module Identity (USIM) and Mobile Equipment (ME)
Domains. The reference point between the ME and the USIM is termed the “Cu” reference point.

The ME Domain can further be subdivided into several components showing the connectivity between multiple
functional groups. These groups can be implemented in one or more hardware devices.
An example of such a connectrvrty |s the TE MT .interface.

= “The term ‘User

MT

TE | ME

USIM

UE

Figure 2. User Equipment domains

5.2.1 Mobile equipment Domain

The Mobile Equipment performs radio transmission and contains applications. The mobile equipment may be further
sub-divided into several entities, e.g. the one which performs the radio transmission and related functions, Mobile
Termination, MT, and the one which contains the end-to-end application or (e.g. laptop connected to a mobile phone),
Terminal Equipment. TE. This separation is used in the description of the functional communication in figure 3 but no
reference point is defined in this specification.
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52.2 USIM Domain

The USIM contains data and procedures which unambiguously and securely identify itself. These functions are typically
embedded in a stand alone smart card. This device is associated to a given user, and as such allows to identify this user
regardless of the ME he uses.
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