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1. Overall Description:	Comment by Author: Even though it is not intended, using “E-UTRA(NTN)-Uu” in the figure may give the impression that a new air interface is to be defined in this SI.

It is also not clear what it means to have “E-UTRAN (NTN)” in the air interface which is then followed with a box labelled with “E-UTRAN (NTN)” as if  Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network is the “non-terrestrial network”.

Considering that the aspects that are brought up above are not really intended yet may be confusing to the reader, we suggest removing the figures thinking that the text would be enough to say that the eNB can be connected to EPC using the S1 interface and alternatively to 5GC using the NG interface.


RAN2 has discussed architecture options for IoT_NTN to connect to core network, and considers that the IoT-NTN RAN, which is a E-UNTRAN (Enhanced UMTS Non-Terrestrial Radio Access Network) can connect to either an EPC or to a 5GCN. That is, both figures 1 and 2 below shall be supported in Release 17.
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Fig 1. Connection of E-UNTRAN(NTN) (Enhanced UMTS Non-Terrestrial Radio Access Network) to EPC (Enhanced Packet Core)
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Fig 2. Connection of E-UNTRAN(NTN) to 5G core network 

Note 1: E-UTRAN(NTN) and E-UTRA(NTN) are respectively E-UTRAN and E-UTRA using a Non-Terrestrial radio link to the UE
However, support of IoT-NTN by a NG-RAN is not considered necessary to be specified in release 17


2. Actions:
To RAN3, SA2 
ACTION: RAN2 kindly would like RAN3 and SA2 to confirm our understanding of the core network connections to be supported for IoT-NTN in release 17


3. Date of Next RAN WG2 Meetings:
TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #113-e					Jan. 25 to Feb. 5, 2021		E-meeting
TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #113-bis-e				Apr .12 to Apr. 20, 2021		E-meeting
TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #114-e					May 19 to May 27, 2021		E-meeting



