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1
Overall description
SA2 thanks GSMA SIM Group for their LS on the need for re-authentication at the change of NSSAI.

GSMA SIM Group question: The SIM Group kindly requests 3GPP SA3/SA2/CT6 to clarify whether a change of NSSAI may force a re-authentication of the UE and subscriber. If so, under which circumstances this is likely to happen.
SA2 would like to indicate that a change of NSSAI does not force a re-authentication of UE and subscriber:

-
In release 15, the UE authenticates with the serving network via the AMF e.g. during a Registration Procedure. Within a PLMN, at any given point in time the UE is served by a single AMF, and a single 5G security context exists. 

-
The UE may receive a new NSSAI (called Allowed NSSAI) in the Registration Procedure, or be provided an Allowed NSSAI during a UE Configuration Update procedure. In either case, UE re-authentication is not required in order for the network to provide a new Allowed NSSAI to the UE, although an authentication could be run if it was desired by the serving network.

-
The 5GS specifications allow for an AMF to re-authenticate a UE at AMF change.  

2
Actions
To GSMA
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks GSMA to consider the answers above.
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