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Introduction

There has been some confusion about the term “backward compatibility”. We propose the following definition being based on 3 different levels:

· Level 1: Already deployed clients are not impacted when the Service Side APIs on the Parlay gateway are upgraded. No retesting is needed.

· Level 2: Clients need to be re-compiled, but the implementation stays untouched (no code impact). Limited retesting needed (checking that connection is setup).

· Level 3: Clients code needs to be changed (and re-compiled). Re-testing is needed.

The Joint Working Group would like recommend that it is exactly specified what level of backward compatibility is to be required for each release.

The anticipated allowed changes to the specifications are as follows:

· Level 1: In case the current understanding that any change in the IDL leads to exceptions on ORB level it means that only errors can be documented and sceduled for correction.

· Level 2: Restricted corrections can be made for instance methods can be added, sequence of data elements can be extended. However, method signatures and data type names can not be changed.

· Level 3: No restrictions.

We kindly request the  Board of directors to approve the above definitions as the criteria for stating backward compatibility requirements and to assign one of the levels to each upcoming release of Parlay.
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