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Introduction

Several instances of the Charging SCF can be implemented on different nodes in the network for scalability and redundancy reasons.

In case one node crashes an application can use another Charging SCF instance to charge for new service deliveries. However, it could be beneficial for an application to continue ongoing charging sessions on another instance of the Charging SCF. This could especially be the case when the payment engine is not physically co-located with the Parlay Charging interface and the actual reservation on the subscriber’s accounts is made on another node in the network. A recovery of charging sessions would particularly be beneficial for charging sessions that are created for charging of time dependent services (e.g. streaming videos).

At this moment there is no possibility to re-direct an ongoing charging session to another node. When an application creates a charging session, it will receive a network unique charging session identity. This network unique charging session identity could be used to re-create the same charging session on another node.

Proposal

A new method is proposed in the Interface Class IpChargingManager.

<<Interface>>

IpChargingManager



createChargingSession (appChargingSession : in IpAppChargingSessionRef, sessionDescription : in TpString, merchantAccount : in TpMerchantAccountID, user : in TpAddress, correlationID : in TpCorrelationID) : TpChargingSessionID

recreateChargingSession (appChargingSession : in IpAppChargingSessionRef, sessionID : in TpChargingSessionID) : void



Method

createChargingSessionWithID()

This method creates an instance of the IpChargingSession interface to take over the handling of charging events related to the ongoing charging session indicated by the provided Charging Session ID. 

Parameters

appChargingSession : in IpAppChargingSessionRef

Callback interface for the session in the application

sessionID : in TpChargingSessionID

Specifies the charging session ID of the charging session which must be taken over. 

Raises

TpCommonExceptions, P_INVALID_SESSION_ID, P_INVALID_USER, P_INVALID_ACCOUNT
