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___________________________________________________________________

Introduction

Previously support of charging for GPRS and SMS has been identified as one of the issues not completed for release 99 and should be postponed to R00. However, it seems that charging for GPRS is already supported implicitly in 23.127, and that it is possible to support SMS charging.

Discussion

At S2#12 in Tokyo volume based charging was added to the superviseCall method in 23.127. This method can be used to support charging for GPRS in the same way as time based charging can be used for telephony applications. 
Therefore the issue communicated to SA boils down to support of SMS charging. In other words, the network needs to inform the application when a user sends an SMS. We propose that sending an SMS should become an callback event triggering a notification to the application.

Conclusion

It is proposed that

· SMS charging is added as a an example for a callback event in 23.127

· the support of SMS charging via a event notification is introduced in 29.198

· charging for phone calls and GPRS are added as examples to the superviseCall method descriptions in 23.127

· mapping to GPRS charging is included in 29.998

· S2 informs SA that the issue is solved (liaison from SA2#13 meeting including status of other issues).

An alternative proposal is to have separate interfaces for SMS and GPRS. Further contributions are required with message sequence charts based on requirements on this topic in order to identify whether extension of the present methods or new interfaces are required.
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