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1. Introduction
After a discussion at OP#48 on whether we should prepare a common message about the role that 3GPP should play in the preparation of “next G” standards (3GPP/OP#48(22)08) the following action was assigned.
Action OP48/06:	3GPP Marketing and Communications Officer to undertake preparatory work for common messaging about 6G for discussion at OP#49 [3GPP/OP#48(22)08]. 

Aim: Establish a common understanding, undertaking that 3GPP will be the place for 6G and to prepare the way for a common statement on 3GPP work towards a unified IMT-2030 approach and outcome.
Given that: The Organizational Partners supported the principle that such a message should be issued at the most appropriate time. However, with work ongoing within ITU-R to develop the IMT-2030 vision and the key performance characteristics and indicators, this may not yet be the time for a public statement.
Nevertheless: There is already much talk about 6G in the public domain and the Organizational Partners should consider carefully the timely preparation of the necessary material.  
2. The need for context
With 5G, there was a high degree of concern about possibility of diverging away from 3GPP’s 5G. The issues & questions were answered and resolved in an elegant way, at the technical WG/TSG level. 
Early joint messaging on the ‘next generation’ could help to avoid similar speculation about divergence occurring within 3GPP 6G. 
By delivering the message that the OPs are committed to the statement that “3GPP is the place where the next ‘G’ of mobile communication systems standards should be developed” we will be starting the work to assure 3GPP watchers (media, other industry bodies, partners and IMs) that the OPs are ‘as one’ as we look forward to the call for systems for IMT-2030.
If we prepare a statement that “3GPP is the place where the next ‘G’ of mobile communication systems standards should be developed” we do also need to set the scene, ensuring that our messaging has sufficient detail about why we are saying this and why we are saying this now. 
We should make a more complete statement, containing the ‘key takeaway’ that the OPs agree that 3GPP is the place where 6G will happen.
Three points to be made on the topic:
a) This is ‘business as usual’:  3GPP is working on Release18 and starting to define the priorities for Release 19 work. This follows the established 3GPP methodology. Our focus is still on 5G and 5G Advanced, but work will soon start in the planning for 6G, with early studies expected in advance of Rel-21. 
b) A joint commitment: All OPs are committed to the phrase: 3GPP is the place where the next ‘G’ of mobile communication systems standards should be developed and to a unified set of 3GPP submissions towards the IMT-2030 process. 
3GPP is managing change: Building on three generations of mobile systems, 3GPP is prepared for the new demands of the post pandemic world. 3GPP’s working methods and processes stand ready and fit for the next generation of work. With interest in the project growing, 3GPP is adapting to the needs of new sectors and new members, helping them to navigate the complexity of the technologies and the processes developed for standardizing them. 
Initial 3GPP messaging need not carry complete details on the 3GPP proposal for 6G, but instead act as an initial marker around the above themes. 
3. Timing
The joint messaging should be released in June 2023, at the time when the ITU makes their “IMT-2030 Vision Recommendation” available. It is not necessary to wait for the full details of the IMT-2030 vision from the ITU to be fully mature, but it would make sense to wait for the June vision document and announcement.
A first draft of a 3GPP message is in Annex A, for work by the OPs (Marcom) prior to release on June 30.


Annex A – draft Press Release
[image: ]3GPP Partners Commit to 6G
3GPP Organizational Partners, June 30, 2023

At a time when the main focus of 3GPP groups is on 5G-Advanced systems, in both the current release (Rel-18) and as we prepare for Rel-19, there is already massive interest in plans for the next generation.
The 3GPP Organizational Partners*: ARIB, ATIS, CCSA, ETSI, TSDSI, TTA and TTC wish to place on record their commitment that 3GPP is the place where the next ‘G’ of mobile communication systems standards should be developed. 
3GPP has established itself as the lead standards initiative for 3G, 4G and 5G standardization, and we are confident that 3GPP can continue our success for the next ‘G’ of mobile communication systems standards.
As we prepare for the new demands of the post pandemic world. 3GPP’s working methods and processes must also stand ready and fit for the next generation of work. With interest in the project growing, 3GPP is adapting to the needs of new sectors and new members, helping them to navigate the complexity of the technologies and the 3GPP processes developed for standardizing them. 
The lessons of working through the COVID-19 pandemic, with the whole of Rel-17 completed via eMeetings and email, have contributed greatly to a positive belief that 3GPP is able to deliver through the most challenging of times. 
The Organizational Partners are committed to making the place where the next ‘G’ of mobile communication systems standards should be developed and commit to a unified set of 3GPP submissions towards the IMT-2030 process. 
[END]
Organizational Partner Quotes:
<example quote> ETSI’s Director General, Luis Jorge Romero, said: “Success for 3GPP is not a ‘birth right’, it is something that we will have to work to maintain. The future success is best served by the OPs commitment to a making 3GPP fit-for-purpose for the next phase of the system’s development. Our early commitment to this cause is a strong marker for the exciting road ahead – towards 6G.”
<Quotes (from all 7 OPs) to be developed in June, prior to the joint statement>
Note to editors
* Organizational Partners are the seven regional and national standards development organizations that determine the general policy and strategy of 3GPP and perform the necessary tasks to keep the project on track (See https://www.3gpp.org/about-us/partners).
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