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1
Opening of Meeting and Chairman’s Remarks

Due to the COVID-19 virus OP#46 was conducted as a virtual meeting.  Ms Susan Miller (OP Chair, ATIS) opened the meeting and welcomed the participants to the virtual meeting.

The list of participants is given at Annex E.
2
Approval of Agenda

The draft Agenda for the meeting was discussed and approved.  The approved Agenda is given at Annex A [3GPP/OP#46(21)01].

3
Approval of Report of OP#45
The draft report of OP#45 was presented and approved [3GPP/OP#46(21)02].

Decision OP46/01:
Report of OP#45 approved [3GPP/OP#46(21)02].
3.1
Actions arising

The status of the actions arising from previous meetings was reviewed and it was noted that all actions had now been discharged [3GPP/OP#46(21)03].  

4
Results from PCG#47 and matters arising

PCG#47 had discussed the need to study alternative meeting formats, given that a return to face-to-face meetings may not be possible in the short term.  PCG#47 had requested that this task be assigned to the Organizational Partner Meeting Hosting Study Group (OP MHSG).
5
3GPP Partnership Issues

5.1
Report from the Meeting Hosting Study Group

Mr Bertenyi (MHSG Convenor) presented the results of the study undertaken into the conditions that would need to be met for face-to-face meetings to be resumed in 3GPP [3GPP/OP#46(21)11].  The Study had led to five recommendations which are reproduced below:
1
It is recommended that F2F meetings resume first at the TSG level.  In other words, the first set of 3GPP meetings to be F2F should be the collocated TSG meetings.
2
It is recommended that all 3GPP working group and sub working group meetings shall continue to be virtual until after the first F2F TSG meeting. However, the TSG leadership may decide to exempt particular working group meetings from this recommendation if there is a very well justified reason to do so.

3
It is recommended that the risk mitigation policies in section 6.5 be adopted.  This ensures a balance between risk exposure and the need to hold meetings F2F in a COVID-19 environment.
4
OPs should monitor the effectiveness of 3GPP’s COVID-19 policies and improve them in the light of experience or changing circumstances.  It is recommended that the MHSG be tasked with this responsibility and reconvene as necessary to ensure that the guidelines adequately address 3GPP’s situation.
5
It is recommended that initial hosting coordination efforts occur according to Annex B.  As part of the periodic reassessment, the hosting coordination process can be tuned as necessary.
The Partners endorsed the Study including the recommendations made above, requesting MHSG to further consider the next steps that would be necessary to discharge the recommendations made.

Decision OP46/02:
Study into the resumption of face-to-face meetings in 3GPP and associated recommendations endorsed by OP#46 [3GPP/OP#46(21)11].
Action OP46/01:
MHSG to consider what next steps need to be taken to implement the recommendations made within their study into the resumption of face-to-face meetings in 3GPP [3GPP/OP#46(21)11].
It was noted that the study recommended quarterly decision meetings be held to decide on the TSG and all subsequent WG meetings of the following quarter [3GPP/OP#46(21)11 slide 8].  After due consideration it was decided that those meetings should be chaired by the MHSG Convenor.
Decision OP46/03:
Quarterly decision meetings held to determine the TSG and all subsequent meetings of the following quarter to be chaired by the MHSG Convenor [3GPP/OP#46(21)11 slide 8].
It was also noted that the previous MHSG study into meeting hosting needed to be properly reflected in the hosting guidelines available on the 3GPP website.  MCC was requested to ensure that these guidelines were updated. 

Action OP46/02:
MCC to ensure that the results of the MHSG study into meeting hosting is properly reflected in the hosting guidelines published on the 3GPP website.
5.2
Request from the 5G Slicing Association (5GSA) for MRP status in 3GPP
The Secretary presented a request that had been received from the 5G Slicing Association (5GSA) for MRP status in 3GPP [3GPP/OP#46(21)07].  5GSA had confirmed their awareness of the rights and obligations of being an MRP and their commitment to fulfil them.  They also confirmed their willingness to sign the 3GPP Agreement.
Dr Luigi Licciardi (5GSA) gave a brief introduction to the work of 5GSA [3GPP/OP#46(21)13].  

After due consideration the Partners approved the request and granted MRP status to 5GSA.
Decision OP46/04:
5GSA accepted as a Market Representation Partner (MRP) in 3GPP [3GPP/OP#46(21)07&13].
5.3
Request from the MulteFire Alliance (MFA) for MRP status in 3GPP

The Secretary presented a request that had been received from the MulteFire Alliance (MFA) for MRP status in 3GPP [3GPP/OP#46(21)09].  MFA had confirmed their awareness of the rights and obligations of being an MRP and their commitment to fulfil them.  They also confirmed their willingness to sign the 3GPP Agreement.

Mr Asimakis Kokkos (MFA) gave a brief introduction to the work of MFA [3GPP/OP#46(21)14].  

After due consideration the Partners approved the request and granted MRP status to MFA.

Decision OP46/05:
MulteFire Alliance (MFA) accepted as a Market Representation Partner (MRP) in 3GPP [3GPP/OP#46(21)09&14].
6
3GPP Funding

Mr Koo (TTA Head of Delegation) explained the funding model being used within TTA to derive the resources needed to host 3GPP meetings in Korea, requesting other Partners to share their funding models if appropriate [3GPP/OP#46(21)08].  
6.1
Report of Funding and Finance Group Activities

Mr Kiyasu (TTC Head of Delegation) informed the Partners that the current Funding and Finance Group Chair (Mr Koshimizu) would soon be leaving TTC and that TTC would be pleased to offer Mr Nobio Nakamura as his successor.  The Partners accepted this kind offer and appointed Mr Nobio Nakamura as the 3GPP Funding and Finance Group Chair.

Decision OP46/06:
Mr Nobio Nakamura (TTC) appointed as 3GPP Funding and Finance Group Chair.
A vote of thanks was extended to Mr Koshimizu for his services to 3GPP.

In the absence of Mr Koshimizu, Mr Kiyasu (TTC Head of Delegation) presented a report on the activities of the Funding and Finance Group that had taken place since the last OP meeting [3GPP/OP#46(21)04].  
The report led to four recommendations which are addressed in the following sections.

6.2
Summary of 2021 H1 Income and Expenditure and Year-End Forecast
The Secretary presented a detailed explanation of the income and expenditure of 3GPP for the first half of 2021 [3GPP/OP#46(21)05].  It was noted that, due to the suspension of physical meetings in 3GPP, most budget lines showed a considerable underspend.  It was therefore expected to close the year with approximately 610 kEUR remaining in the budget.  It was noted that, on the income side, full payment had now been received from all Partners.

6.3
2022 Draft Budget and Partner Commitments
The Funding and Finance Group had prepared a budget proposal taking into account the workload within 3GPP and the unpredictability of the conditions that will prevail in 2022.  In preparing this budget proposal, the assumption had been made that 3GPP would return to face-to-face meetings no sooner than Q2 2022.  A provision had also been made for one additional headcount in MCC in order to cope with the increasing workload [3GPP/OP#46(21)06].  

The following budget lines were approved for project support, in accordance with the recommendation of the Funding and Finance Group:
	2022 3GPP Support Budget
	Allocation in

kEUR

(previous year values)

	1
Committee Support Staff

  2,4 3GPP Support Professional man years

15,5 3GPP Officer man years
	2415 (2150)

	2
Committee Support Seconded Experts
3 man years
	409 (409)

	3
Testing Support Staff

1 Full Time TTCN Development Manager
	150 (139)

	4
Meeting IT Support

171 Days of meeting IT support
	103 (137)

	5
Promotional and Marketing Materials

Promotional and Marketing material (event participation, brochures etc)
	60 (60)

	6
Travel and subsistence

(Est 95 long haul and 85 short haul flights)
	394 (525)

	7
Training

(Est 4 Antitrust training sessions)
	20 (20)

	8
Overheads

Working Assumption to be confirmed by ETSI GA

(2415+409+150+754)*0,39
	1454 (1346)

	9
Contingency


	150 (150)



	Total
	5155 (4936)


Decision OP46/07:
3GPP 2022 Project Support Budget approved in accordance with the recommendation of the Funding and Finance Group [3GPP/OP#46(21)06].
Also proposed by the Funding and Finance Group had been an allocation from the budget for the continued development of TTCN for 3GPP terminals by TSG RAN.  After due consideration the allocation for TTCN was approved as follows, in accordance with the recommendation of the Funding and Finance Group: 
	Task description
	Budget Allocation

(kEUR)

	11
TTCN for MS interoperability

58 man months @ 13 k€ = 754 kEUR

Additional Voluntary effort ≈ 43 man months 
	754 (754)


	Total
	754


Decision OP46/08:
3GPP 2022 TTCN development budget approved in accordance with the recommendation of the Funding and Finance Group [3GPP/OP#46(21)06].
The result of the two decisions described above led to a total 2022 budget for 3GPP as follows:

	2022 Budget
	Allocation

(kEUR)

	Support Budget*

	5155 (4936)

	Specific Tasks Budget


	754 (754)

	Total
	5909 (5690)


The Partners approved the recommendation made by the Funding and Finance Group that any 2021 surplus funds be credited back to the Partners pro-rata.

Decision OP46/09:
The 2021 surplus funds to be credited back to the Partners pro-rata. [3GPP/OP#46(21)04].
The Partners also approved the recommendation made by the Funding and Finance Group that a “snap shot” of the number of Individual Members in 3GPP should be taken on 7 January 2022 and used as the basis to calculate the 2022 Partner payments.

Decision OP46/10:
“Snap shot” of the number of Individual Members in 3GPP to be taken on 7 January 2022 and used as the basis to calculate the 2022 Partner payments. [3GPP/OP#46(21)04].
7
Correspondence
There were no matters raised under this agenda item.
8
A.O.B. 

There were no matters raised under this agenda item.
9
Closing of Meeting and Next Meeting Dates

The meeting dates of the next PCG/OP meetings are as follows:


PCG#48
26-27 April 2022
virtual


OP#47
27 April 2022

virtual

There being no further business the meeting was closed.
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	A-OP46/01
	MHSG
	To consider what next steps need to be taken to implement the recommendations made within their study into the resumption of face-to-face meetings in 3GPP [3GPP/OP#46(21)11].

	A-OP46/02
	MCC
	To ensure that the results of the MHSG study into meeting hosting is properly reflected in the hosting guidelines published on the 3GPP website.
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