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1
Introduction

The Funding and Finance Group (FFG) has met once since the last PCG/OP meeting. The meeting took place in Sanya, China on 16 March 2006.  The following were present
Asok Chatterjee 
(ATIS)

Hyub Choi

(TTA)
Yasuo Maruyama 
(TTC) Chairman
Tetsu Tanaka

(ARIB)
Adrian Scrase 

(MCC)

Kari Lang 

(ETSI)

Wang zhiqin

(CCSA)

The meeting focused on two main issues; the accountability of the expenditure that had taken place during year 2005 and the finalisation of the funding plans for year 2006. These two issues are addressed in the next two sections.
2 Year 2005 Expenditure
FFG received and reviewed a comprehensive report of the expenditure incurred by the Mobile Competence Centre in year 2005. The full report has been submitted to this OP meeting as 3GPP/OP#15(06)04.  This led to a financial summary for year 2005 which is submitted to this OP meeting as 3GPP/OP#15(06)05.  In conclusion, the year end situation is as follows:
Total Income

  5938 kEUR
Total Expenditure 
  5267 kEUR
2005 year end situation
671 kEUR

Surplus to be returned to Partners  

          671 kEUR

FFG noted that year 2005 was not a typical year in terms of budgetary control, since expenditure was much lower than anticipated.  This underspend was a result of staff and contractor movements, an unusually high number of meetings being held in Europe, and the maintenance of existing TTCN requiring less effort than predicted.  FFG noted that this did not necessarily indicate a trend for future years.

FFG recommends that the Partners accept documents 3GPP/OP#15(06)04 and 3GPP/OP#15(06)05 as a true and faithful record of financial transactions in 2005.
Recommendation 1:
FFG recommends that the Partners accept documents 3GPP/OP#15(06)04 and 05 as a true and faithful record of the year 2005 financial transactions.
3
Year 2006 Funding
The 2006 budget was approved by the Partners at their meeting held in Sophia Antipolis, France on 7 October 2005 (OP#14).

FFG has applied the funding formula based on the number of Individual Members declared by each Partner.  The contribution that each Partner is required to pay is detailed in document 3GPP/OP#15(06)06.
Recommendation 2:
FFG recommends that the Partners approve the payments required as given in 3GPP/OP#15(06)06, which have been calculated in accordance with the budget set by OP#14.
4
Budget Orientation for 2007
FFG has not yet discussed the budget orientation for 2007.  This task will be undertaken by correspondence during the year, following any advice that OP#15 wishes to provide.
5
FFG activity in 2006/7
FFG has planned the following meetings for 2006/7:

27 September 2006
Palm Springs, US (conjoint with TSGs)
14 March 2007

tbd, collocated with TSGs









