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Introduction
Already when equivalent PLMN feature was introduced in Rel-99 it was recognized that the ability of assigning the same priority to core networks of different identities might be too tempting for the dark side of some operators’ mindset... Therefore PLMNs of a different country than the one of the VPLMN are treated differently in terms of priority. This solves the problem for international roaming. Technically it remains for national roaming. The fundamental problem according to our view is that the home operator has no control on how the mobile may be guided in its search for the “right” PLMN. The present contribution proposes different ways forward. It is TeliaSonera’s firm view that any proposed mechanism for overcoming the potential problem of “wrong” PLMNs in the EPLMN-list has to be an optional add-on, so that the behaviour from R99 on stays the same if an operator chose not to use it. 
Proposals
A.) Allow the home operator to dynamically steer a roaming UE to the correct network. The problem with “wrong” PLMNs in the EPLMN-list can then be solved by the general mechanism.

B.) Allow the home operator to have some control of what PLMNs in the EPLMN-list that are actually treated. This would be achieved by a dedicated mechanism for solving the specific problem with the EPLMN feature in case of national roaming and it would be purely optional. If not used, the existing behaviour for EPLMN from R99 stays the same.  
C.) Finally, the problem that UEs may be misguided by some national roaming partner may be viewed as a commercial problem, outside the scope of the NSP work within the 3GPP. 
Conclusion

There are different ways to improve the EPLMN feature. Proposal A and C probably mean less additional work for 3GPP (assuming that dynamic steering of roaming customers will be done anyway – of course). It is TeliaSonera’s view that option C should be the way forward on the EPLMN issue. However, in order to progress the work, if option C is not adequate, an additional contribution that adheres to option B (NSW-060012) has been submitted.
Proposal
NSP workshop agree on the appropriate way forward.
