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Abstract

A new text is proposed for addition in 3G TR 31.900 " SIM/USIM Internal and External Interworking Aspects" in order to describe how an UICC chooses between the 2G or the 3G mode. The text could be included in section 5.2 "2G ME and UICC".

New text

Context selection between  2G and 3G operation mode

As the mode of operation is not yet chosen when the cold reset is performed (i.e. during UICC activation), the ATR sent by the UICC is compliant to the 3G standard.

The table below describes the different cases for the mode selection by the card.

3G/2G Interworking
ATR
Operation Mode
Remark 

UICC (holding or not a SIM application) in a

3G only ME or dual-mode 3G/2G ME.
3G standard
First command : CLA='0X' or CLA='8X' 

UICC operates in 3G mode


The USIM application shall reject CLA='A0' commands.

First command right after ATR can be  SELECT or STATUS.



UICC (holding a SIM application) in a

GSM only ME
3G standard
First command : CLA='A0'

UICC operates in 2G mode


The SIM application may reject CLA='0X' and '8X' commands.

First command right after ATR can be SELECT or STATUS or GET RESPONSE.

UICC (not holding a SIM application) in a

GSM only ME
3G standard
First command : CLA='A0'

UICC will not work
All further commands (CLA='A0') will be rejected.

Table 1. 3G/2G context selection

The context selection takes place regardless of the result of the command (i.e. successful or not).

A related question

Should the card allow the access to the DFGSM when in 3G mode ?

