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TSG-T WG2 would like to bring to T3’s attention that the current MExE specification (3GPP TS 23.057) specifies in Annex A a PKCS#15 file structure and an object format when storing and referencing MExE certificates in the USIM.  However it has been noted that MExE file and object format as specified in current USIM specifications is not actually based on PKCS#15.

TSG-T WG2 has considered a CR to TS 31.102 to correct this but could not reach complete consensus.  However, as the close of release 5 is approaching, and as any CR T2 approve on this issue must be examined carefully by T3, T2 would like T3 to consider the attached draft CR (T2-010693) and give T2 any feedback that T3 can.  T2 hope to present an agreed CR at the next T3 meeting based on T3 comments and further discussion within TSG-T WG2.

TSG-T WG2 considers full use of PKCS#15 for storing root certificates on the USIM as advantageous both for efficiency reasons (MEs) that support the WIM can re-use this capability for storage and retrieval of certificates for WAP and because PKCS#15 is a useful and elegant way to store and retrieve security related information such as certificates.

Please note that the reference to the Wireless Identity Module (WIM) in the draft CR does not imply WIM support in the USIM, we are only using the WIM specification as a useful reference for PKCS#15.  There is a precedent for storing data as PKCS#15 objects on the (U)SIM without requiring support of the WIM and that precedent is the WAP Smartcard Provisioning specification (WAP-186-PROVSC-20010710-a).

TSG-T WG2 therefore requests T3 to consider the enclosed draft CR to TS 31.102 and give feedback on it to TSG-T WG2.  TSG-T WG2 looks forward to continuing fruitful cooperation with T3.

