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CPWP doc 20/02 rev 3

From: BARG CPWP and SMS SC 

To: 3GPP T2 (friedhelm.rodermund@etsi.fr), 3GPP SA5 (adrian.zoicas@etsi.fr)

Subject: Message Volume Measurement Methods

(1) Background

GSMA BARG is currently investigating charging for MMS and aims at agreeing on inter operator charging principles for MMS at the forthcoming BARG meeting 04-06 March.

As a result of our discussions we expect that in most instances an “integrated service pricing” will be applied for MMS based solely on the call records generated by the MMS relay/servers. This means that MMS would be charged on a per message basis and that the charge will depend on the size/data volume of the MM. 

(2) Requirements

The use of the message volume for user charging and inter-operator accounting makes it necessary to have a uniform unambiguous definition of the measurement method used in the relays and for any message volume indication provided in terminals. This is necessary in order to prevent confusion amongst end users as well as disputes between operators in the interworking related accounting.

Since “Integrated Service Pricing” is used as a principle, any message charge is perceived by the user as a service charge. This leads to the need to define the message volume in a way which is meaningful and understandable to the users. 

(3) Next Steps and Urgency

We ask T2 and SA5 to consider this issue and to agree on a uniform method for MM volume measurement as soon as possible. 

This should be introduced in an early MMS Release as practical. Operators will need this functionality at the beginning of a commercial service.

Following an agreement between T2 and SA5, 3G TS 32.235 should be updated accordingly.

