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NEWS RELEASE

New test tools promise global 3G roaming

Sophia Antipolis, France – 16 July 2002
Users of 3rd Generation (3G) mobile systems can expect to benefit from superior interoperability of mobile terminals and other user equipment, thanks to a newly-released set of test suites. These test suites will provide a means of proving the interoperability necessary for global roaming that is one of the key strengths of the next generation mobile networks.

Designed by the Technical Specification Group for Terminals (TSG-T) of the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP™), the test suites provide a common platform against which terminal implementations may be tested to ensure that mobiles from different manufacturers behave consistently. The implications of the global acceptance of the 3GPP standard present a significant challenge to the industry, and rigorous testing is critical to the successful adoption of this technology by users around the world.

The test suites have been developed in a two stage process by the Terminals Testing working group of TSG-T. The first stage involved a prose specification giving a general description of the purpose and method of each test. The second stage produced a formal description of each test, written in the test language TTCN (Testing and Test Control Notation), which itself is the subject of an international standard, ISO-IEC-9646-3. 

The TTCN release consists of a number of abstract test suites (ATS), each focussed on testing a different layer or area of the 3GPP communication protocols, together with modules containing common procedures and generic functions. All the suites are designed to run on commercially available test equipment. 

In total over 600 test cases have been written. This formidable achievement is due to the considerable skills and effort provided by the membership of 3GPP, which contains a broad representation from across the mobile telecommunications industry throughout the world.

The latest release of the test suites (Version 1.4.0) is available from the 3GPP web site at http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/tsg_t/WG1_Test/TSGT1SIG/TTCN_delivery/. 

The timing of this release is deliberate in order to enable to permit the suites to be verified on early test equipment and mobile terminals in readiness for the large-scale deployment of commercial 3G networks. 

*****

NOTES TO EDITORS

About 3GPP

The 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) was established for the preparation and maintenance of a complete set of globally applicable technical specifications for a Third Generation mobile system based on the evolved GSM™ core networks and the radio access technologies supported by 3GPP partners. 3GPP membership consists of three categories – Organizational Partners, Market Representation Partners and Individual Member companies.
More than 450 companies from around the world now participate actively as Individual Members of 3GPP. 3GPP web site: http://www.3gpp.org 

3GPP is a Trade Mark of ETSI registered for the benefit of the 3GPP Organizational Partners.

GSM is a registered Trade Mark of the GSM Association.
About ETSI

ETSI (the European Telecommunications Standards Institute) is a non-profit-making, independent organization whose mission is to produce the telecommunications standards that will be used for decades to come throughout Europe and beyond. It is a founding Partner of 3GPP.

Based in Sophia Antipolis (France), ETSI unites 913 members from 54 countries inside and outside Europe, and represents manufacturers, network operators, administrations, service providers, research bodies and users. ETSI plays a major role in developing a wide range of standards and other technical documentation as Europe's contribution to world-wide standardization in telecommunications, broadcasting and information technology. ETSI's prime objective is to support global harmonization by providing a forum in which all the key players can contribute actively. ETSI is officially recognized by the European Commission and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA). ETSI web site: http://www.etsi.org/
