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Introduction

In TS 25.331 (RRC) there are many cases, such as that illustrated below, where the action of the UE on reception of invalid information is specified.

8.1.3.8
Invalid RRC CONNECTION SETUP message, unsupported configuration or invalid configuration

If the UE receives an RRC CONNECTION SETUP message which contains an IE "Initial UE identity" with a value which is identical to the value of the variable INITIAL_UE_IDENTITY, but the RRC CONNECTION SETUP message contains a protocol error causing the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_REJECT to be set to TRUE according to clause 9, the UE shall perform procedure specific error handling as follows. The UE shall:

…

These requirements are subject to conformance testing, and are covered by test cases in TS 34.123-1 (Clause 8). However, during implementation of the test cases it has been noticed that it is often not clear how to generate these conditions in practice.

Currently the tests contain direction that one or several mandatory IEs (MP) are omitted from the message. However, on consideration, the view of TSG-T WG1 is that may not always have the desired effect, as the message decoder will interpret bits from subsequent elements, and may still get valid results.

In addition, the specification sometimes calls for invalid IEs where all combinations of the PER encoded bits have a valid meaning.

TSG-T WG1 kindly asks TSG-RAN WG2 for guidance on how to generate invalid RRC messages and invalid IEs for the purposes of conformance testing.
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