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Subject:	LS to 3GPP RAN5 on Requirement for Mission Critical Services (MCX) Testing and Certification 3GPP Release level



Summary of Content:


GCF and TCCA have created a temporary joint taskforce to pave the way for formal LTE/5G Mission Critical Services (MCX) testing and certification. The initial focus of the taskforce is to create a certification programme for (LTE) mission critical products.

As part of the task force activities a survey amongst its members (85 representatives from 39 organisations[footnoteRef:1] with a good representation of the mission critical industry) was conducted. The question of the survey was on which 3GPP Release they will base their implementation and deployments. [1:  Taskforce member organisations: Airbus, Alea, Anritsu, Astrid, Basque University, BDBOS, Bureau Veritas, Dekra, DSB, du, Ericsson, ETSI, French Gendarmerie, Frequentis, GCF, Huawei, Hytera, IOTAS, Kaitec, Keysight, Leonardo, Mason Advisory, Motorola Solutions, Multitech, Nemergent Solutions, Nokia, Orange, Police Netherlands, Pro-M, Qualcomm, Samsung, Sepura, SmartViser, T-Mobile US, Suomen Erillisverkot, Swissphone, TCCA, Telecom Italia, Telstra, UK Home Office, Umlaut, Zetron] 


The survey was filled out by 33 organisations (14 were vendor and 19 were from purchasing organisations like public safety operators, government authorities or public safety end users).

The outcome of the survey is depicted in Figure 1
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Ref41404909]Figure 1: results of the 3GPP Release survey
Please note that some responses have ticked more than one release. All response, who have selected Rel-14 have also selected Rel-15, except 2 responses.

In its meeting #7 the taskforce discussed – based on the survey results – about the starting 3GPP Release for certification. A majority expects formal MCX testing and certification from Release 15 onwards. The GCF-TCCA joint taskforce decided to start MCX certification based on Release-15.

Later Releases (Release-16 onwards) will be considered and included into the certification in due time.
Until the 3GPP conformance test specifications for Release-15 are available, the usage of Release-13 or Release-14 conformance test specifications may be considered for MCX Certification as long as the signalling is backward/forward compatible with Release-15,

Actions
The GCF-TCCA Joint Taskforce kindly ask 3GPP RAN5 to:
1. Take the results from the survey into account and take action to align the MCX related 3GPP RAN5 conformance test specifications 3GPP TS 36.579-x with Release-15.

Dates of Next Meetings
The (temporary) GCF-TCCA Joint Task Force was closed in June 2020.
Its activities will be continued by the permanent GCF Mission Critical Agreement Group (MCAG).
TCCA will continue to support the MCAG and Mission Critical related certification activities.
Contacts
Christ Hogg (GCF) and Harald Ludwig (TCCA), co-chairs of the GCF-TCCA Joint Taskforce.
chris.hogg@globalcertificationforum.org, harald.ludwig@tcca.info
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