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As per TR 21.900 "Technical Specification Group working methods", there are two different types of work items:
"6.2
Type of Work Items

Modifications of the standard could in principle be of two different types:

-
New services/features/functions that in general affect several specifications and involve several TSG-SGs;

-
Pure (technical) enhancements that affect one or small number of specifications and involve a single or a few Groups only.

Modifications of the latter type may be submitted to the TSG Sub-Group(s) and then the TSG directly as a Change Request without prior presentation/agreement of a WI Description sheet. Such CRs shall instead refer to the pseudo Work Item 'Technical Enhancements'. For the other type of modifications, the provisions of subclause 6.3 apply."
The latter type of work item refers to TEI (Technical Enhancements and Improvements) work item, and is the subject of this contribution. This work item exists automatically for every release; for Rel-15, this is TEI15.

This work item can be used for lightweight changes to a standard, which would not be covered by existing work items. Using TEI for enhancements, improvements, sometimes minor ones, or even cleanup ones avoids creating a specific work item.
Sometimes such enhancements or improvements are proposed to some specification or feature that was developed in an earlier release under a specific work item. For example, one could imagine a CR proposing to enhance a procedure that was introduced in Rel-13 for MCPTT. As Rel-13 is deeply frozen, this obviously cannot be achieved via a Rel-13 MCPTT CR. However, the group may accept to proceed with a TEI15 CR, adding also the initial work item code that introduced the given feature. In this case this would mean a "TEI15, MCPTT" CR. Doing so would be helpful for downstream groups as well as for any user of the specifications to track which feature is improved.
TEI work item should not be used for enhancement that are anticipated to impact several TSs and span across different meetings, in which case a specific work item should preferably be submitted.
It is proposed that:

· SA6 start using TEI work item for maintenance of features that were introduced in frozen releases, or for minor improvements and enhancements that are not covered by existing work items in the open release,

· SA6 uses a combination of TEI work item and feature work item when the technical enhancement or improvement addresses maintenance of a feature introduced in a frozen release,

· TEI15 be added to the next SA6 meetings agendas.

