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1. Overall Description:

3GPP SA5 thanks ATIS TMOC for the liaison describing its new work item on VoIP Account Management NE/OSS Interface. In order to assist ATIS TMOC in this endeavour, 3GPP SA5 offer the following comments:

1. In 3GPP Release 5 SA5 has produced a charging specification (TS 32.225) to support the introduction of IMS (IP Multimedia core network Subsystem). 
In 3GPP Release 6 SA5 has enhanced the IMS charging via TS 32.260 and TS 32.299. The latter is broader in scope than IMS and specifies the application of IETF Diameter base and credit control protocols to 3GPP charging. TS 32.240 is the SA5 charging principles and architecture specification and provides the overall context within which the IMS charging functions reside. 
2. In Release 6, 3GPP has also introduced Flow-Based charging which may be used with IMS.  
Further information on this can be found in TS 23.125 and TS 32.251.

3. 3GPP has initiated work to support the application of IMS to fixed network evolution, including the activities related to NGN (Next Generation Networks) that are being pursued by other organizations, such as ITU-T, ATIS and ETSI TISPAN. 
It is SA5’s understanding that the IMS functionality and related 3GPP specifications are candidates for use within the NGN.

Attached for reference are the latest draft TS 32.260 and the latest approved versions of 3GPP TSs 23.125, 32.240, 32.251 and 32.299. This set of specifications supports many IP based services, including VoIP. 
The latest version of all 3GPP specifications can be found at http://www.3gpp.org/specs/numbering.htm.
Though the 3GPP Release 6 charging specifications are essentially complete, further refinements and extensions are possible in Release 7. If ATIS TMOC decide to base its work on the 3GPP IMS charging specifications, SA5 are willing to consider further enhancements to support requirements from ATIS TMOC.

2. Actions:

To ATIS TMOC.

ACTION: 
3GPP SA5 asks ATIS TMOC to 

a) Consider the applicability of 3GPP SA5 specifications for IMS and Flow Based Charging to its work item.

b) If appropriate and desired, provide ATIS TMOC requirements to 3GPP SA5 for possible translation into refinements and extensions of the IMS-related 3GPP charging specifications.
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