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3GPP SA5 has reviewed the ITU-T SG 4 communication from its meeting in July 2001 and offers the following comments:

1. Business to business transactions have until now (i.e. 3GPP Release 5) not been considered within the charging and billing work performed in SA5.  There are currently no plans to include the X interface in the SA5 work plan for charging and billing.

2. In line with the above, it can not be stated that SA5 is proposing Transferred Account Procedure (TAP), as the TAP is considered to apply to the X interface.

3. The mechanism for exchanging charging information between Operator Domains is specified by the GSM Association.  The responsibility for TAP lies within the TADIG group of the GSMA with whom 3GPP has direct liaison relationship.

4. For the time being, the charging work of SA5 remains oriented towards specifying CDRs, charging architecture and protocols.  There are no intentions to specify charging IRPs for either the Q or X interface.

5. Due to the extremely tight time schedule for SA5 Release 5 charging work, it is not intended to consider other “potential solutions”, e.g. TIPHON or IPDR.  The only exception is the AAA DIAMETER, which is being considered as a candidate charging protocol.

6. Future extension of the scope of SA5 charging work into the business to business and eCommerce markets may occur in conjunction with the introduction of the Open Service Access (OSA), on which SA5 is communicating with the CN5 WG of 3GPP. This is being studied as a part of the SA5 Architecture work item for Release 5.

7. In conclusion, SA5 will not have the capability within 3GPP Release 5, to work together with ITU-T SG4 on the issues proposed in the reference communication.  This situation may change, however, from Release 6 onwards, as SA5 expects XML/tML to become increasingly important to the telecommunications industry. SA5 will keep ITU-T SG4 informed if, and when, these aspects will be addressed by SA5.







