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Annex B (normative):
Application of <<InformationObjectClass>> and <SupportIOC>> 

The <<InformationObjectClass>> and <<SupportIOC>> are stereotypes.  These two stereotypes serve similar purpose in that each is a named set of network resource properties.  However, their applications, in the context of supporting network management over Itf-N, can be different.  This Annex highlights their similarities and differences of such application.
	
	<<InformationObjectClass>>
	<<SupportIOC>>

	Can it be an abstract class?
	Yes
	Yes

	Can it be a concrete class?
	Yes
	Yes

	Can it inherit from <<InformationObjectClass>>?
	Yes
	No, except for <<IOC>> Top.

	Can it inherit from <<SupportIOC>>?
	No
	Yes

	Can it be name-contained by  <<InformationObjectClass>>?
	Yes
	Yes

	Can it be name-contained by  <<SupportIOC>>?
	No
	Yes

	Can an instance have a DN?
	<<InformationObjectClass>> must be a class of a naming-tree meaning all its instances must have a DN.
	<<SupportIOC>> may be used by specification author for a class within a naming-tree.  If so, it means that all its instances will have a DN.

	Can IRPManager use operations of Basic CM IRP [6] and Bulk CM IRP [7] to access the information in an instance?
	IRPManager can use the Basic CM IRP and Bulk CM IRP operations to access information of all <<InformationObjectClass>> defined in all NRM IRPs, in accordance to the qualifier values of the <<InformationObjectClass>>,
unless a specific constraint is defined. A specific constraint can be defined in case the subject <<InformationObjectClass>> is related to one or more <<SupportIOC>>. The specific constraint is specified in the related <<SupportIOC>> definition.


	IRPManager can use the Basic CM IRP operations to only access information of instances of <<SupportIOC>>, if defined, in the Basic CM IRP.
IRPManager can use the Bulk CM IRP operations to only access information of instances of <<SupportIOC>>, if defined, in the Bulk CM IRP.



	Can IRPManager use operations of Interface IRP, other than Basic CM IRP [6] and Bulk CM IRP [7], (e.g. Alarm IRP), to access the information in an instance?
	No
	IRPManager can use the Interface IRP operations to only access information of <<SupportIOC>>, if defined, in their respective Interface IRP
.

	Can IRPManager receive information via Notification [8] whose objectClass and objectInstance parameters carry the instance DN?
	Yes.

The types of notification emitted are shown by the Notification Table associated with the class definition.  


	Yes if <<SupportIOC>> is a class of a naming-tree. 

The types of notification emitted are shown by the Notification Table associated with the class definition. 

No if <<SupportIOC>> is not a class of a naming-tree.

	Measurement [9]
	Measurements can be associated with <<InformationObjectClass>> instances.
	Measurements can be associated with <<SupportIOC>> instances if <<SupportIOC>> class is used in a naming-tree.  
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