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LS on Billing Requirements for GPRS

SMG1 has reviewed the liaison statement from SMG6 GPRS on the need to support itemised billing in GPRS. SMG1 believes that the billing capabilities of GPRS must be able to support the following:

· Billing for value added services;

· Billing to a similar level of detail to that provided on X25 networks today;

· Billing based on a ranges of parameters such as volume, duration and service;

· It must be possible for operators to control the level of billing accuracy applied for particular subscribers. 

· It must be possible to control the generation of CDRs to suit different cases such as pre-pay subscribers with different levels of credit available.

SMG1 believes that the requirements to support traceability also need to be considered by SMG6. 

SMG1 does not have the appropriate expertise to decide whether the above requirements can be met by the level of accuracy provided by the APN or whether more detail such as sub address or IP address is required (as described in the SMG6 liaision). However SMG1 feels it is very important that the solution does not result in excessive GSM processing or the generation of quantities of billing traffic which is greater than the quantity of traffic being generated by users.

