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ITU-T SG16 would like to thank 3GPP for its liaison statements on the HEVC Main Still Picture profile (your 3GPP S4-130515 our TD 113/Gen) and HEVC level definitions (your 3GPP S4-130789 our TD 143/Gen).

For use in your experiments on coding performance with HEVC, a recent version of the reference software for HEVC, known as the HM (HEVC model), can be found in the July 2013 JCT-VC output document JCTVC-N1010 (found at http://phenix.it-sudparis.eu/jct/). The codebase contains example configuration files for a few test cases. The "all-intra" configuration should be adequate for testing compression performance for 8-bit still-image coding (when operating on input test sequences consisting of only a single picture).

In regard to your consideration of the potential need for a new "level 2.2" specification in HEVC, we look forward to hearing of your further thoughts on that topic when your study is completed.

To additionally provide you with general information about our further developments in video and image coding standardization, we provide the following information.

We would like to inform you that the multi-resolution frame compatible (MFC) 3D extension and the combined 3D depth and texture coding extension of "Advanced Video Coding" (AVC, Rec. ITU-T H.264) have received Consent at the October/November 2013 meeting of SG16. Final approval in ITU-T is expected approximately in February 2014. These are similarly undergoing the final approval stage in the ISO/IEC approval process in JTC 1/SC 29/WG 11 (MPEG) for the corresponding standard ISO/IEC 14496-10.

In work on "High Efficiency Video Coding" (HEVC), several extension efforts are currently under joint development. These include the following:

· The range extensions (RExt), adding such capabilities as higher bit-depths and enhanced chroma formats

· The scalable extension of HEVC (SHVC) for embedded bitstream representation of multiple layers of coded video with different video resolution or different fidelity

· The multiview extension of HEVC (MV-HEVC) for efficient representation of video content with coded representations of multiple views

These are planned for Consent (in version 2 of ITU-T Rec. H.265) at our next SG16 meeting in July 2014, with final approval in ITU-T expected to follow within a few months thereafter. These extensions are also planned to be standardized in the ISO/IEC for the corresponding standard ISO/IEC 23008-2 on a similar schedule.

We look forward to your further correspondence on any matters of mutual interest.
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