TSG-SA4#72-BIS meeting
Tdoc S4 (13)0334
11-15 Mar-15 2013, San Diego, USA

Source:
Telefon AB LM Ericsson, ST-Ericsson SA
Title:
Planning of the EVS Selection Phase Experiments
Document for:
Discussion/Approval

Agenda Item:
6.4.3
1. Abstract
This contribution is a follow-up of the sources’ contribution S4-130075 [1] that addressed the planning of the EVS codec selection phase experiments from a high level. During the SA4#72 meeting potential host, listening and global analysis entities provided a cost estimate of their related activities. With these estimates a more concrete high-level planning of the EVS Selection Phase experiments is possible, which should be enabled with this input.
2. Cost parameters

The host, listening and global analysis lab costs was discussion subject at SA4#72. The potential host, listening and global analysis entities provided an estimate of a total cost limit of 13 k€ per experiment. This total experimental cost was broken down to 10k€ listening lab cost (assuming 6h lab time, one language), 2k€ hostlab cost (one language) and 1k€ global analysis lab cost (one or two languages). The sources suggest that SA4 should adopt this total cost per experiment as cost limit for the planning of selection and characterization phase testing. It is to be noted that the GAL cost on average will be less than 1k€ per experiment if the experiments are repeated in two different languages. 13 k€ per experiment is hence an upper limit and the actual total cost per experiment could be 12.5 k€.
3. Suggested funding level

In our earlier contribution we suggested to set a fixed budget for EVS codec selection and characterization activities. We calculated with a total budget of 1000 k€ that should be split with a ratio of 4/1 into selection and respectively characterization phase activities. With this assumption and our initial cost assumptions for host, listening and global analysis lab activities, we concluded with a total number of 92 of experiments, meaning that 74 experiments could be done during selection and 18 during characterization.

Now, based on the available upper limit of the total cost estimate per experiment, it is clear that our initial proposal does not hold. The sources believe that an adjustment of the original total budget proposal by up to 20% to 1200 k€ should be acceptable. This would then allow carrying out the number of experiments given above. Due to the somewhat pessimistic cost assumption for the GAL cost per experiment, it is likely that the actual budget will be somewhat lower.
4. Conclusion

This contribution makes an updated proposal on the total budget for the EVS codec selection and characterization activities based on a total cost estimate per listening experiment obtained during the SA4#72 meeting. The sources would like to suggest making the planning for the selection phase testing based on a total number of 74 experiments (and 18 experiments in characterization) and an upper limit of the total budget for selection and characterization testing activities of 1200 kEuro.
The sources suggest SA4 to adopt this proposal and to use the suggested number of possible selection phase experiments as starting point for the subsequent detail planning of the EVS selection phase experiments.  
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