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The 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) SA 4
ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 29/WG 11 (MPEG) would like to inform you that it has started the specifications for the carriage of timed text and other visual overlays in the ISO Base Media File Format (14496).  In particular, the work specifically addresses the carriage of W3C TTML including its derivative SMPTE Timed Text, as well as WebVTT.

Enclosed please find 14496-12:2012, 4th Edition, Committee Draft of Amendment 2, and Committee Draft of 14496-30, “Timed Text and other visual overlays in ISO Base Media File Format”.
14496-12:2012, 4th Edition, Amendment 2 adds support to the ISO Base media File Format for timed text and other video overlay tracks. This was, in part, in response to liaison requests from industry to support the carriage of newer text technology. The amendment creates a more structured general design for the carriage of all video overlays. The types of overlays include subtitles, captions, and other timed text and graphics. The types of text include but are not limited to: basic text, and XML-based text. The graphics support includes bitmaps and fonts, as well as enabling support for other graphics formats, such as scalable vector graphics. The design elements are generally harmonized with the metadata box design for similar data types.

14496-30 is a new part to the ISO Base Media File Format series. It specifies the implementation of two timed text formats using 14496-12 Amendment 2 support for timed text tracks. It specifically addresses W3C TTML derivatives (including SMPTE Timed Text), and WebVTT formats. This provides an important supplement to the 14496-12 Amendment 2 to enable further industry interoperability.
MPEG welcomes your review and comments on these works.
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