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1 Introduction
During the discussion of device certification for acoustic conformance tests as part of the GCF, it was noted that manufacturer can certify their devices against all versions of the TS 26.132 from Release 4 onwards.
Currently GCF does have three active Work Items for the acoustic conformance tests: WI‑115 applying for NB under GSM bearer only; WI‑010 applying for NB under UMTS bearer and WI‑109 for WB under UMTS bearer
(It should be further noted that GCF has recently approved a Work Item proposing to align these three WIs and harmonize the referenced Test cases. Specially WI-115 is referencing Acoustic Test Cases in TS 51.010)

2 Issue Statement
As all earlier releases of TS 26.132 are (still) valid, formally a certification is against any published version of 26.132 is not violating the 3GPP rules.

Although manufacturer wanted to keep the liberty to certify devices against earlier releases of TS 26.132 to allow producing cost sensitive terminals; devices produced against Release 4 are not matching the acoustic parameters as defined in the newer Releases such as e.g. Rel-10.
A solution for this problem is required that is avoiding the need for expensive components in the devices as well as avoiding producing filters that are not matching.
If tis clear that such solution is not solving the problem of legacy devices in the market (produced some years ago and still in operation) but should at least avoid introducing more devices with legacy parameters)

3 Proposal
One possible solution could be to proceed as follows:

All versions of TS 26.132 of release 9 and earlier should become obsolete; a Note should be included in the document saying: “The requirements of the present document are provided in 3GPP TS 26.132 (Release-10 and later)”. 
Rationale: Release 10 is the first version introducing the new diffuse field concept and based on HATS testing and ensures full compatibility between narrowband and wideband mode with respect to the acoustical interfaces. Mixing devices certified based on the new concept with devices based on LRGP testing and ERP may lead to a bad overall quality perception.
Note: a similar mechanism is used for the Conformance Tests defined in TS 51.010-1
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