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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 have been discussing the means by which E-UTRAN may provide a counting function in order to assist the operator to make a decision on whether to activate an MBMS bearer service in a particular MBSFN Area. The particular use case scenario being addressed is when an unknown number of UEs are receiving an MBMS User Service over unicast (PSS).  If E-UTRAN could determine that a number of UEs (greater than an operator defined threshold) are potentially interested in receiving the service over MBMS, then the MBMS bearer service could be activated in that MBSFN Area.
RAN2 have decided that the identifier that will be used to elicit a counting response from the UE will be the TMGI of the MBMS bearer service. 

2. Actions:

To SA4  group.

ACTION: 
RAN2 kindly asks SA4 whether a means can be provided for the UE to associate the unicast access method with the MBMS bearer service (identified by TMGI) so that E-UTRAN may perform counting of UEs receiving an MBMS User Service by unicast access before the MBMS bearer service is available in the MBSFN Area.
To RAN3  group.

ACTION: 
RAN2 kindly asks RAN3 whether the MCE could be aware of the TMGI of the MBMS bearer service before the session is activated / started downstream of the MCE (i.e. at the eNB and over the air by MBSFN transmission).
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