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The Joint Video Team (JVT) of ISO/IEC MPEG & ITU-T VCEG (ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 29/WG 11 and ITU-T SG 16 Q.6) would like to inform you that we have recently completed the standardization of Amendment 3 to the ITU-T Rec. H.264 & ISO/IEC 14996-10 Advanced Video Coding (AVC) standard. This amendment, together with two previously-approved enhancements, have been combined into a new edition of the standard for publication by ITU-T and ISO/IEC.

Amendment 3 specifies scalable video coding (SVC) support in three profiles (Scalable Baseline, Scalable High, and Scalable High Intra profiles). The scalable video coding amendment enables the construction of bitstreams that contain lower bit rate sub-bitstreams. The sub-bitstreams can be extracted without transcoding and remain decodable – providing temporal, spatial or quality scalability. Temporal or spatial bitstream scalability refers to the presence of a sub-bitstream with a lower temporal or spatial sampling rate than the overall bitstream, while quality bitstream scalability refers to the presence of a sub-bitstream with the same sampling rate but having a lower quality than the complete bitstream.
