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1   Introduction

The work item “Characterization of Jitter Management Algorithm for VoIP” (CJMA) was scheduled for Rel-7 with the aim to create a TR “Quantification of Jitter Management Algorithm”. A simple fixed JBM as baseline and an adaptive scheme are targeted to be characterized. The related tests are designated as listening only tests as well as conversational tests. Test conditions are defined and the fixed buffer implementation is specified. Meanwhile synergy between this project and the MTSI ad-hoc has been identified and there has been discussion regarding the relations between the two projects [1].  While the closing date for Rel-7 approaching, we need to find a conclusion on the status of this project and the relation to the MTSI.
2   Discussion

Currently, the test conditions and the fixed buffer implementation are specified in this project. Companies have been asked to make further contributions regarding the dynamic buffer implementation and to sponsor funds for the necessary tests in view of the actual characterization.  There is no response in this respect until now. The missing dynamic implementation is partly explained by the fact that MTSI ad-hoc has been dealing with the minimum performance of the JBM during its draft effort for TS 26.114, where extensive discussions have taken place. The tentative conclusion is that it is very difficult to address JBM in its entire aspects, as the implementation can have huge variation depending on the implementation.  The approach taken by MTSI is to formulate certain requirements of a JBM and leave the implementation to the vendors’ and operators’ discretion. The problems encountered by MTSI is the same as the problems known to CJMA, hence MTSI’s approach has impact on CJMA in its further direction. Given the fact that it is difficult to find an implementation that stands the chance of being approved as the reference, CJMA should change its course and redefine its objective. 

On the other hand, even if there is an acceptable candidate for the reference JBM with dynamic buffer implementation, there are still issues regarding funding the test that is needed to characterize the JBM. The exercise of designing the test plan during the project has shown that such a test is very expensive, which to some extent has damped the willing of supporting companies to contribute the funds. 
Besides the aforementioned unforeseen issues there has been efforts in SA4 to move part of the work content into MTSI and, eventually, into the TS 26.114.

Given this situation, it should be obvious to everyone that this project cannot be continued as expected and achieve the designed target. Therefore, we feel it is reasonable to close the project for Release 7 and move the obtained results to MTSI ad-hoc.

3   Proposal
We propose to inform TSG-SA on the status of the project and ask for advice.  Based on the knowledge gained during this project so far, SA4 should be ready to accept the decision of closing the work item.  The acquired knowledge and changed situation require adapted actions: Closing the project will demonstrate SA4’s credibility of being realistic and flexible. 
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