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1. Introduction

On the 3GPP-SA4 reflector, issue was raised between the time of SA4#40 and SA4#41 that the relation between the project A: ” Performance Characterization of Jitter Buffer Management over VoIMS” and the project B: “Minimum Performance for IMS” (MTSI TS 26.114) shall be clarified.  

2. Discussion

The project A  (TR) is to investigate the impact of the jitter buffer management scheme and the methodologies to evaluate the impacts. As such, it entails a thorough scientific study, development of characterization methods, evaluation of the methods by means of experiment, and, finally, selection of the most appropriate method. As results, a methodology will be identified that allows for characterization of the jitter buffer management scheme as well as criteria needed to measure the performance. As the entire procedure includes subjective/objective tests, the test results are the most important input for the final decision on the methods.  As the test results will be available by the time of the conclusion of the project, it is obvious that, as result, certain implementation of the jitter buffer management will be shown of being more appropriate than the other. The result is directly useful for the specification of a minimum performance standard.

The project B (TS) needs to set the minimum performance requirements for the jitter buffer management, as part of the standard.  As is well known in the industry, the minimum performance can only be determined based on feasibility study with resulting performance numbers. In this light, the project A provides the natural foundation for the project B in this respect.  By the time of concluding project A, not only the performance numbers will be available, but also the implementation that generates the performance numbers, in addition to the feasibility. 

It was in the concept of the SA project structure that B is defined as the umbrella project, while A is a sub-project under the umbrella. The relation is clear indicated in the project definition.

Recently [SA4#40], the reference implementation is also identified as desirable for the minimum performance. Such an implementation makes only sense when the test results are available. At least certain level of technical understanding of the implementation is indispensable for the introduction of such a reference implementation.  Understanding of the JBM is exactly the major task of project A.

3. Recommendation

As already clearly indicated in the project structure of SA, following the scientific causal approach, project A should be completed before project B can take the issue. In another word, the result of project A is directly the input for the project B. Therefore, companies are urged to contribute to project A to facilitate its completion. 






























































































