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1. Introduction

This document aims for discussion and decision on accepting that service announcement delivery via SMS or concatenated SMS needs to be specified within 26.346.
2. Background
Currently, no method of service announcement delivery is prohibited in the standards and delivery via MBMS is undergoing explicit specification. It is an operator requirement to be able to transmit service announcement messages via a variety of methods
The format of an SMS includes a payload of 140 bytes. The format of a concatenated SMS includes a payload of 133 bytes. The upper limit of SMS involved in a concatenated SMS is theoretically 255, but practically is limited to between 5 and 10 in most handsets.

As it can be clearly seen from TS 26.346, if an operator were to select SMS delivery for service announcements there would be serious issues of capacity.

3. Justification

From a business perspective, an operator who currently runs a successful GSM network has an established method of high rate SMS delivery. It makes eminent commercial sense to leverage this infrastructure for other purposes e.g. OTA configuration of terminals, SIM update etc. It is proposed that MBMS service announcement delivery is also in this class.

Delivery methods such as MMS or HTTP point-to-point connections consume user plane radio resources on a per-user basis and hence are non-optimal for mass usage services as considered with MBMS.

Whilst MBMS service announcement delivery is also an efficient methodology, it does consume UMTS user plane radio resources. Utilising GSM signalling plane resources is considered more efficient.

4. Proposal

It is the proposal of this document for a consensus to be reached within SA4 on the following points:

· SMS for service announcement delivery is an option operators should have available.

· Due to the inherent differences between MBMS / MMS / HTTP p-t-p and SMS (i.e. ability to carry MIME types) the method of encoding the necessary information into SMS must be defined.

· It is within the remit of SA4 to specify this given the condition that only specifications under SA4 control are added to.

· Reducing the size of the service announcement without adding undue complexity or reducing efficacy is desirable given that we are dealing with SMS.

